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ON THE FORM OF GILLRAKER SERRAE IN THE INDIAN ILISHA

WHITEHEAD (1967)1 described the form of gillraker
serrae as a distinguishing character in the species
of Setipinna. The form of gillraker serrae in the
Indian species of Ilisha is described in the present

note. A slight but recognisable difference is
recorded in different species. The genus Ilisha is
under review by the author and six species are

recognised from the Indian waters, viz., Ilisha
megaloptera (Swainson)?, I. sirishai Seshagiri Rao3,
I. filigera (Valenciennes)2, I. elongata (Bennett)2,
1. whiteheadi Seshagiri Rao* and I. melastoma
(Schneider)3. The form of gillraker serrae in these
species has not been described so far.

Examination of gillrakers in the six species of
Ilisha revealed that the serrae do not form distinct
clumps as in Setipinna taty or S. phasal. However
the size and arrangement of serrae vary in the
different species of Ilisha. In I. megaloptera the
serrae on the upper surface of the gillraker are
relatively larger, less numerous and crowded into
groups with distinct gaps. Very few serrae are
present on flanks. 1In 1. sirishai the serrae are
relatively smaller, numerous, uniformly distributed
over the upper surface, descending on to the
upper 1/4 of the flanks. In I. filigera the serrae are
present in two or three rows on the upper surface
with a few larger serrae towards the tip. A row
of serrae is present on the lower flank of the
gillraker. In [. elongata the serrae are more
numerous, distributed all over the surface of the
gillraker with a few larger serrae towards the tip.
In I. whiteheadi the serrae are smaller and sparsely
distributed over the upper surface and upper 2/3
on flanks. 1In I. melastoma the gillraker serrae are
very few, distributed in small groups over the
upper surface and upper 1/4 on flanks.

The gillraker serrae in [I. megaloptera are
relatively larger in size, whereas in I. melastoma
they are smaller. In I. elongata mumerous serrae
are arranged all over the surface of gillraker,
whereas in I. melastoma their number is too small.
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Fic. 1.
arrangement of

Gillrakers showing the relative size and
serrae in I. megaloptera (A);
I. sirishai (B); I. filigera (C); I. elongata (D);
1. whiteheadi (E); and I. melastoma (F); (first gill
arch, 4-5 gillraker on the lower arm from the angle).
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